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INTRODUCTION

TO THE BID
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C. Heymanslaan 10 UZ-P114 
9000 GENT 
Belgium 
www.ugent.be - www.icrhb.org 
 

 

 

DEPARTMENT URO-GYNAECOLOGY  
INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR 
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH - ICRH  

Gent, 31 January 2018 European Society of Contraception and Reproductive 
Health   
Prof. Gabriele Merki, ESC President 
Dr. Medard Lech, ESC Secretary General 
Opalfeneweg 3 
1740 Ternat 
Belgium 

 
 
Dear Prof. Merki, 
Dear Dr. Lech, 
 
The International Centre for Reproductive Health (ICRH) Belgium and the Women’s Clinic of the 
Ghent University Hospital are delighted to apply for the organisation of the 17th Congress of the 
European Society of Contraception and Reproductive Health in 2022 in Ghent, Belgium. 

Ghent is a beautiful and well preserved historic city, yet at the same time a contemporary one. This 
combination makes it an ideal congress location, offering on the one hand a most attractive travel 
destination for congress participants and at the other hand all modern mobility, hosting and meeting 
venue infrastructure that is needed for a smooth and professional organisation of large events. 
Moreover, the location at less than 70 kilometres from Brussels Airport and the frequent train 
connections to major cities in most Western European countries guarantee a good accessibility.  

Our bid is endorsed by the leading and relevant organisations and societies in the field of 
contraception and reproductive health, as well as by the City of Ghent , which is willing to provide 
logistic and organisational support. 

As the main topic of the conference, we suggest: 'contraception and reproductive health in a 
globalized world’ 

We confirm to be willing to follow the principles and normal process in the organisation of an SC 
Congress as described by the ESC congress contract. We also understand that there is no formal 
agreement as long as there is  no contract signed. 

Hereby attached are the supporting letters of our national societies, a short summary on the hosting 
societies and some explanation about our theme proposal.  

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Olivier Degomme, MD, PhD    Prof. Steven Weyers, MD, PhD 



© Stad Gent-dienst Toerisme
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Ghent University 

State University of Ghent was founded in 1817, during the Dutch 

reign of Prince William of  Orange-Nassau, and thus predates the 

Belgian nation as we know it today  Becoming ‘Ghent  University’ 

in 1991, it currently hosts over 72,000 students and 9,000 staff 

members  Ghent University has about 120 departments across 

11 faculties, offering high-quality, research-based educational 

 programmes in virtually every discipline  Its appeal as an institute of 

higher education growing every year, Ghent University is now a top 

100 University according to Times Higher Education World University  

Rankings and the QS World University Rankings and one of the 

largest universities in Belgium  

The International Centre for Reproductive Health (ICRH) is a 

multidisciplinary research institute within Ghent University  The Centre 

was established in 1994 in response to the International Conference 

on Population and Development (ICPD, Cairo, 1994) 

ICRH conducts research and intervention projects in all areas of 

reproductive health, implements capacity building, provides community 

education, prevention and HIV testing services, and advocates for 

sexual and reproductive health and rights  ICRH is active in Africa, 

Latin America, Asia and Europe  ICRH is a WHO Collaborating Centre 

for Research on Sexual and Reproductive Health and has experience 

in attracting donor funds from a wide range of agencies 

The main fields of expertise are:

• HIV and sexually transmitted infections (STI) with a particular focus 

on prevention

• Maternal Health including mother & child health, with specific 

attention for safe motherhood and family planning

• Sexual and gender based violence (SGBV), harmful traditional 

practices such as female genital mutilation (FGM) and forced/child 

marriage

• Integration of sexual and reproductive health and rights within 

health  systems

• Human Papilloma Virus (HPV)

 

ICRH conducts fundamental, epidemiological, social, clinical, health 

systems as well as policy research related to the themes listed above, 

but beside that, the Centre is also active in:

• Training and capacity building: academic programmes (such as 

Masters and PhDs), courses and workshops but also on-site 

training, monitoring, evaluation and supervision to strengthen local 

capacity

• Reproductive health services: advice, consultancies, technical 

assistance, policy support, designing, planning, implementing, 

monitoring and evaluation

• Advocacy: awareness raising at all levels (including the scientific 

and the political), and keeping sexual and reproductive health and 

rights on the policy agenda 

CONFERENCE ORGANISATION
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Proposed central theme for the 2022 ESC Congress: 
 
 

‘Contraception and reproductive health in a globalized world’ 
 
 
 
The International Centre for Reproductive Health (ICRH) and the Women’s Clinic are deeply 
concerned with global sexual and reproductive health. The place and the community into which 
someone is born defines to a great extent  the kind of person one becomes and the opportunities 
one will have to shape her or his own life and to pursue health and wellbeing. The accessibility of 
modern, safe family planning methods and services remains a challenge in many parts of the world 
and in many communities.   
 
In addition, migration and population movements pose new barriers and challenges for 
contraceptive use and reproductive health in general. Refugee groups coming to Europe include 
many sexually active girls and women who are in need for reproductive services and care.  
 
In this rapidly changing world it is important to identify needs, remove barriers and adapt methods 
and services in order to allow as many as possible people to enjoy a health and prosperous life and at 
the same time benefit  from and contribute to development. Contraception and reproductive health 
are key success factors for this, and therefore we should embark on an ambitious medical, 
multicultural and ethical project to respond to the present and future unmet needs of everybody. 
Making ‘contraception and reproductive health in a globalized world’ the central theme of the 2022 
conference will allow us to consider all aspects of this complex field and to prepare ourselves for 
contributing optimally to the reproductive health and wellbeing of the global population.    
 

CONFERENCE THEME
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Opening/or Farewell reception

The reception will take place in one of the historic venues of Ghent 

 

Hospitality Tour

During this 1,5 hour walking tour you will not only learn more about Ghent and its culture & history, 

our guide will also show you where you can easily find a taxi, where to take public transport, where 

to find nice restaurants,… This tour will instantly make you feel as if you have been living in Ghent 

for years 

 

Boat trip Ghent

When in Ghent, it is an absolute ‘must’ to take a boat trip  Water plays a key role in the city and a 

boat trip allows you to see the city from a different angle  

 

Congress Dinner

The conference dinner will take place in one of the historic venues Ghent is famous for  

Visit of Bruges

Breathtakingly beautiful and picture postcard perfect, Bruges still testifies to a past steeped in his-

tory  Though quiet, atmospheric and arrested in time, it is also a highly convivial city  Bruges is a 

city that will capture your heart  It is a city of human proportions, but one that can never be truly 

fathomed  Its history has made it great, a fact that garnered it the title of a Unesco World Heritage 

City  Retaining the mysteries of the Middle Ages and unashamedly exuberant, Bruges has been an 

international metropolis for centuries 

PRELIMINARY

SOCIAL PROGRAMME
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GOOD REASONS 

TO COME TO BELGIUM
Belgium fires one’s imagination  People from all 

over the world are attracted to Belgium  It is no 

surprise then, that Belgium has a lot to offer  You 

will be able to briefly escape the daily grind, with 

a weekend in a Belgian city, but you can also plan 

a true voyage of discovery throughout Belgium  

Those with a craving for art and culture or 

architectural beauty, will be pampered in our cities of art (Bruges, Antwerp, Mechelen, Leuven and 

Ghent)  Those who would like a taste of our gastronomy, cultural events and nightlife will have every wish 

satisfied  As a result, the many cities of art are able to depend on an ever-

increasing interest from tourists 

Other tourist attractions in Belgium are the Ardennes and the coast  Do you like 

hiking, cycling, sport, nature and tranquility? Then you will undoubtedly want to 

go to the Ardennes, Belgium’s lungs  Are you more likely to be tempted by sun, 

sea, sport and enjoyable bustle? Then there is the lure of the coast  

Belgium plays an important role in the gastronomic life of Western Europe  The 

Belgians are well known for their exuberant lifestyle and they take pleasure in 

their guests enjoying themselves  The restaurants are outstanding, and what is 

more agreeable to finish a beautiful day, than the enjoyment of a Flemish meat 

casserole with a Trappist beer from the Ardennes?
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GOOD REASONS TO COME TO GHENT

It can’t be a coincidence that Ghent, the capital of East Flanders, was given 

several pretty names: medieval Manhattan, historical heart of Flanders, a city of 

all times, one of the most beautiful historical cities in Europe  

According to National Geographic Traveller, Ghent is “the most authentic 

Historic city in the World“ and Lonely Planet called Ghent “Europe’s best kept 

secret” 

The city combines an impressive past with a vivid present  You will hardly ever 

find such a diversity of architectural styles and treasures, most of which are 

protected as national heritage by UNESCO  Strolling through Ghent often 

coincides with an adventurous travel through history  

But above all, Ghent is alive! Here pounds the young heart of a dazzling 

city of culture with music, theatre, film and visual arts  A city where cultural 

perspectives are constantly renewed and enlarged, where culture is a feast 

and where feasting is a form of culture  Not only art lovers but nearly everyone 

can find something here to suit their taste  Ghent offers over 500 restaurants, 

numerous pubs, pleasant shopping streets and an exciting nightlife  

Ghent, city of students

Over 72,000 students have their homes in Ghent, which makes us the largest 

university town of Flanders with an international reputation when it comes to 

research and innovation  This creates a young and lively vibe and makes sure 

you’ll never feel like you’re walking alone through the city at night  Important 

to note in this context is that overall, Ghent can definitely be considered as a 

safe city  

Ghent, city of light

When the sun sets, the city lights up again with a magical play of light and 

shadow with the award-winning lighting plan developed by the famous lighting 

designer Roland Jéol  The Ghent lighting plan (Ghent is the only Belgian city 

with a lighting plan) kicks in as thousands of lights are switched on  It’s not a 

mishmash of styles, but a carefully crafted network of atmospheres and accents  

Ghent, city of water

Water plays a key role in Ghent  The city developed at the confluence of the rivers 

Lys and Scheldt  Water invariably creates a sparkling atmosphere, distinctive of 

water cities: you always get a holiday feel  

The Municipality was rewarded for its considerable efforts to obtain clean water, 

full of life  

Explore the old city center of Ghent by embarking on a classic boat trip through 

the old city center of Ghent or on a long exploration of the inland waterways  

Original formulas such as the brunch boat, the cocktail boat, the champagne 

boat and the Ghent party boat are ideal setting for parties  Special roofed boats 

keep one dry at all times  

Colourful parasols and cheerful chattering voices have once again conquered 

the banks of the Lys and the Scheldt  Above all, water tourism attracts new 

visitors to the city, who will find prime anchorage in the perfectly situated Portus 

Ganda marina  Together with four other marinas Ghent hosts about 500 berths 

for motor and sailing yachts near the city center  
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Ghent, city of Flemish Foodies

There is a food revolution taking the kingdom of Belgium by storm, 

and its unofficial capital is the city of Ghent  This is where the Flemish 

Foodie movement first set down roots, offering an exciting alternative 

to classic Michelin-style restaurants  It all started with 3 young chefs: 

Jason Blanckaert, Kobe Desramaults and Olly Ceulenaere, who felt 

diners going out for a gourmet evening no longer need to don a formal 

suit and tie  Equally they should not expect starched tablecloths and 

crystal wine glasses, while the waiters will probably be wearing jeans 

and t-shirt, and the chef himself often comes out to serve the main 

dish him or herself at the table   Most importantly, this is an affordable, 

democratic gastronomic experience with a five-course tasting menu 

rarely costing more than 50-60 euros  Today, the Flanders Kitchen 

Rebels, a whole new generation of young chefs, cooking in funky, 

casual diners are willing to push culinary boundaries, committed to 

a sustainable, organic cuisine far removed from molecular fads and 

fusion fashion  No matter how many times you come back, there is 

always something new opening up on Ghent’s foodie scene  
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Ghent, veggie capital of Europe

There’s no history of meat-free eating in Belgium – even the chips are often 

cooked in lard  But back in 2009, Ghent became the first city worldwide to 

adopt a weekly vegetarian day  The local government recognised the health 

and environmental benefits of a vegetarian diet and mandated that all Ghent 

restaurants offer at least one vegetarian menu item  This initiative was well-

received by not only the restaurants but also by the local community, prompting 

many restaurants and even schools to eventually offer set vegetarian menus: 

‘Veggie Day’ in Ghent was born 

That’s right, an entire day once a week (usually on Thursday) dedicated to 

lowering the consumption of meat  But if you don’t find yourself in Ghent on a 

Thursday, fear not…  There are plenty of restaurants and cafes here to cater 

to your plant-based diet  Nowadays, the city is known to have more vegetarian 

restaurants per capita than most cities  

 

Ghent, green city

Ghent climate plan 2014-2019

The Ghent city council approved the Climate Plan on 26 January 2015 

With this, the City of Ghent confirms its commitment for this legislature (2013-

2018) to invest 105 million Euros in measures that directly contribute to reduced 

CO2 emissions  An additional budget of 40 million Euros is earmarked for 

measures indirectly contributing to reduced emissions 

The final objective is to be climate neutral in 2050, or in other words: to no 

longer have a negative impact on climate  A climate which is rapidly changing; 

weather records are being routinely broken 

The City of Ghent is going to great lengths to drive down energy consumption 

and greenhouse gas emissions, making a contribution to the mitigation 

of climate change  The City of Ghent developed a Climate Adaptation Plan 

2016-2019 containing a climate adaptation strategy and action plan, with local 

measures for the adaptation of the urban environment to climate change  In 

doing so, the City of Ghent is working on the development of a climate-robust 

city, keeping it a nice and livable place to live and work, and contributing to the 

European objectives for the creation of a climate-resistant Europe 

© Stad Gent-dienst Toerisme



© Stad Gent-dienst Toerisme



19

GOOD REASONS TO MEET IN GHENT

Centrally located & easily accessible

GHENT IS CENTRALLY LOCATED IN FLANDERS-BELGIUM:

• Situated at the crossroads of Europe (E17-E40)

• Close to Brussels Airport with direct train connection (1h)

• Direct High-speed train connection with Paris (Thalys) via Brussels Midi 

Station

• Fast Parking Routes around the city, easy & close-by parking lots

• Bus connection from Brussels South to Ghent train station

• Buses and trams from early in the morning till late at night 

COMPACT AND SUSTAINABLE CITY

• All assets of a metropolis in a small and cosy town

• Walking distance between hotels, conference facilities, cultural 

attractions and shopping

• Largest pedestrian area of Belgium in the historical city centre (70 ha)

HOSPITALITY AND GOURMET EXPERIENCES

• Over 500 restaurants, offering local specialties and international dishes

• Veggie capital of Europe

• Excellent hotels and top class restaurants

• Hundreds of charming taverns and typical pubs

• Excellent sports and recreation facilities

HISTORY, ARTS AND CULTURE

• An impressive history (15 centuries) with a vivid present

• No other city in Belgium has as many listed monuments as Ghent

• Multiple historical buildings available for events

• Flanders International Film festival, Floralies (International Flower Show)

• Adoration of the Mystic Lamb (Van Eyck), SMAK

IN THE CENTRE OF A BEAUTIFUL REGION

• The Flemish Ardennes: Stunning panoramas, numerous castles and idyllic 

villages

• Along the river Lys: Charming landscapes and the painters’ village “Latem”

• Meetjesland: Channels and creeks, ideal for water sports

• Idyllic canals throughout the city

• The port of Ghent: one of Belgium’s largest ports

• Multiple yacht ports

WHERE SCIENTISTS AND STUDENTS MEET

• International reputation of Ghent University

• Largest university of Flanders (72,000 students)

• Preferred city/region for prominent scientists

• Major international congresses (120 a year; 30,000 participants)
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CONFERENCE VENUE

PURPOSE-BUILT CONFERENCE CENTRE:

The conference will take place in the International Convention Centre (the largest conference Center in 

Ghent and surroundings) and the faculty of Science of the University of Ghent 

• Both venues lie in a tranquil oasis in the middle of Ghent’s largest park and green lung: the Citadel 

Park 

• The plenary hall has 944 comfortable seats

• There are 8 breakout rooms from 100-625 people

• Several Exhibition Areas with full daylight, ideal for poster exhibition, coffee breaks and receptions

Advantages

• Easily accessible:

-  Walking distance from city centre hotels / historical city (± 15 min )

-  Easy access from highways (E-40 / E-17)

-  Nearby train station Ghent St-Pieters (10 min  walking)

-  Direct access to the National Airport

• Smooth and easy circulation of guests, with strict separation of the flow of guests and services

• Easy and quick conversion of all rooms into theatres making use of the latest multimedia  

technologies

• Underground parking space at ICC up to 100 cars 
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ACCOMMODATION

Hotels

The hotels are within walking distance of the conference venue  

Ghent offers a wide range of hotels in all categories:

Classification Hotels Rooms

4 **** 8 880

3 *** 16 849

2 ** 7 254

Total 31 1,983

By 2020, around 900 extra new hotel rooms will increase the total hotel capacity to 

almost 3,000 rooms

Budget accommodation

Youth Hostel

For participants on a tight budget, Ghent also has centrally 

located youth hostels offering over 300 beds  

University Student Homes

The University of Ghent offers the possibility to particpants of 

congresses to stay in a room in the student homes in that period 

Bed and breakfast

There are 50 Bed & Breakfasts (300 rooms) in Ghent, accommodating you with the 

local people  Most of the time the hosts are most willing to make acquaintance, 

which can be interesting in order to get to know the “real” Ghent citizens 

Price ranges:

€ 20-200 per person/night. 
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BELGIUM, 
HOW TO GET THERE? DISTANCES AND TRAVEL TIMES

TRAVEL TO GHENT BY AIR: 

Brussels Airport (Zaventem)

± 140 international and regional carriers serve 

Belgium International Airport, from more than 

70 international cities  Ghent can easily be 

reached from the airport: 

• By train: direct connection, every half 

hour, journey time: 1h

• By taxi: a ± 45 minutes driving

• Private shuttles (taxi): e 60/ one way

At the airport we can provide a lounge 

to rest while waiting on the train or 

coach that will bring you to Ghent.

Other Belgian airports (Ostend, Antwerp, 

Charleroi, Liège) are served by regio-

nal carriers and also have easy con-

nections to Ghent  

Airport Brussels South (Charleroi)

• By train: 1h30, one stopover

• By bus: direct transfer from airport 

to Ghent railway station: 1h25

• By taxi: 1h10 minutes driving

BY TRAIN: 

• Thalys: Ghent has a direct connection with 

Paris (± 2h) (no stopovers) via Brussels Midi 

Station

• Eurostar: Via Brussels Midi Station: London 

is only 3 5 hours away from Ghent

BY CAR:

Ghent is ideally located at the intersection of 

the E17 and E40 motorways, which guarantees 

an easy access 
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GETTING AROUND IN GHENT

Walking

Ghent’s mobility policy is clearly based on prioritising walking and cycling  

This was made very obvious, when, in 1997, a large pedestrian area was 

created in the very heart of the city  Now pedestrians can enjoy walking 

and shopping in a car free historic city center, the largest of Belgium 

(70 ha) 

Ghent is also making many efforts to reconstruct public space in the 

city centre  Parking facilities are now being put in underground parking 

garages  This choice made it possible to create high quality streets 

and squares where people can walk, stroll or meet other people  

Public transport

Public transport plays a crucial role in contemporary mobility policy, 

and the City is actively promoting public transport use to its citizens  

To do this, public transport services are being improved: tram lines are 

extended, bus lines are converted to tram lines, park and ride sites are 

constructed on the edge of town, segregated public transport lanes are 

being built and so on  We also put a lot of effort in our public transport’s 

circulation itself e g  by making bulging bus stops  

Other measures to promote public transport (paid for by the city) include:

• Night buses between the city center and residential areas on Friday- 

and Saturday nights

• A special taxi based transport system for disabled people

Cars

Ghent has chosen to ban through traffic from the city center  Car drivers 

are invited instead to park their car in one of the many underground 

car parks  Since the introduction of the mobility plan in 1997, a 

dynamic parking guiding system has been used to manage car traffic 

with a destination in Ghent city center  The system however needs to 

be renewed and will be transformed into a complete traffic guidance 

system  The final goal is to guide car traffic via the ring road to the car 

parks with vacant spaces  This should result in less car traffic in the 

city center searching for a parking space  The new system will also 

offer more possibilities to manage traffic at certain peak times, such as 

events, festivities, road works, …

As mentioned before, in the heart of the historic city center cars are not 

allowed  There are only a small number of exceptions, such as loading 

and unloading, technical and business necessities, residents  Loading 

and unloading goods and persons is possible without permission 

between 18:00 in the evening and 11:00 the next morning 
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TOP SIGHTS IN GHENT

The Castle of the Counts

An imposing medieval fortress in the heart of the city and “het Patershol”, a medieval district of Ghent, nowadays the 

place for those who love good food and drinks in a historical atmosphere  

 

St. Bavo’s Cathedral

Ghent’s oldest parish church has no less than 22 altars  Do not miss the world famous polyptych The Adoration of 

the Mystic Lamb, currently being restored at Museum of Fine Arts (MSK) 

 

The Belfry

Recognised by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site 

 

The people of Ghent

In Ghent, people live and work, celebrate and enjoy  If you are looking for a lively spot, a convivial café or a unique 

moment, then look for the locals and you’ll see where you need to be!

 

Boat trips

Ganda, as Ghent was called initially, was built on the confluence of the Lys and the Scheldt  Today, the historical 

centre enjoys, more than ever, the unique atmosphere of the presence of water  From the Grass Quay, open and 

covered boats depart for cruises  

ACCOMPANYING

PERSONS
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CULTURAL ACTIVITIES IN GHENT

Museum of Fine Arts (MSK)

The strength and the charm of the MSK is the variety of its collection and the 

way it is presented  

The restoration of the world famous painting Mystic Lamb by Jan van Eyck took 

place here  This painting can be viewed at Saint Bavo’s Cathedral in Ghent 

Municipal Museum of Contemporary Art (SMAK)

The permanent collection of top national and international works is presented 

in continuous interaction with original, often daring exhibitions  www smak be

Design Museum Ghent

The Design Museum Ghent is a cultural institution of the City of Ghent  Since 

January 1999 the museum has been recognised by the Ministry of the Flemish 

Community in the highest category  Next to the important financing by the city of 

Ghent, other resources are provided by the Ministry of the Flemish Community 

and the Province of East-Flanders  

The Design museum Ghent is unique in Belgium  The accent in the collections 

and exhibitions lies on 20th century and actual design  

MIAT Museum

MIAT maps out the history of our industrial society  The exhibition ‘Our industrial 

Past’ turns back the clocks some 250 years to tell the history of the advents of 

the machine and the first Industrial Revolution  www miat-gent be

City Museum Ghent (STAM)

The past, present, and future of the city is presented clearly and enthrallingly so 

that the STAM becomes the place to start a cultural  voyage of discovery in Ghent  

(Bijloke-site) www stam be

 



Bruges
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TOP SIGHTS NEARBY GHENT

Ghent is the perfect base for exploring the 

extremely verdant surroundings of Flanders, or for 

those eager to discover other Flemish cities like 

Antwerp, Brussels, Bruges and Leuven  

Antwerp

Antwerp, a busy pocket-sized metropolis, famous 

for its diamond industry, has something for 

everyone  The city is an inspiring source of culture 

thanks to its impressive architecture and magnificent  

museums and churches  Fashionistas can explore 

the stores of Antwerp’s designers, whose stylish 

creations are revered all over the world  And  

foodies and people with a passion for life in general 

will enjoy the warm welcome of Antwerp’s cafés 

and restaurants  A visit to Antwerp should definitely 

include the new museum MAS, the world famous 

Cathedral of Our Lady and the Rubens House, the 

home of Antwerp’s most famous ambassador 

Flanders Fields

The Ypres region was the backdrop to one of the 

bloodiest battles in history, 100 years ago  Now 

that the last witnesses have died too, this region is 

more than ever the gateway to the First World War 

in Flanders  

The renovated In Flanders Field Museum faces the 

visitor with the consequences of the Great War  It 

confronts young and old with life and death in the 

Ypres front region  

Brussels

The fascinating capital of Belgium and Europe 

is historic yet hip, bureaucratic yet bizarre, self 

confident yet unshowy and multicultural to its roots  

These contrasts are multilayered – Francophone 

alongside Flemish, and Eurocrats cheek-by-jowl 

with immigrants  And all this plays out in a cityscape 

that swings from majestic to quirky to rundown and 

back again  Organic art-nouveau facades face off 

against 1960s concrete disgraces, and regal 19th-

century mansions contrast with the brutal glass 

of the EU’s Gotham City  This whole maelstrom 

swirls forth from Brussels’ medieval core, where 

the Grand Place is surely one of the world’s most 

beautiful squares  

Bruges

Bruges is a city that will capture your heart  It is 

a city of human proportions, but one that can 

never be truly fathomed  Its history has made it 

great, a fact that garnered it the title of a Unesco 

World Heritage City  Retaining the mysteries of the 

Middle Ages and unashamedly exuberant, Bruges 

has been an international metropolis for centuries 

Breathtakingly beautiful and picture postcard 

perfect, Bruges still testifies to a past steeped in 

history 

Leuven

Leuven is the capital of the province of Flemish 

Brabant in the Flemish Region, Belgium  It is 

located about 25 kilometres (16 miles) east of 

Brussels  It is home to Anheuser-Busch InBev, the 

world’s largest brewing group and one of the five 

largest consumer goods companies in the world; 

and to the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, the 

largest and oldest university of the Low Countries 

and the oldest Catholic university still in existence  

It is also home to the UZ Leuven, one of the largest 

hospitals of Europe  
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SUPPORT
The Government of Flanders – Toerisme Vlaanderen

Meet in Flanders is part of VISITFLANDERS and responsible for 

the promotion and development of Flanders & Brussels as a 

meeting and incentive destination  

Meet in Flanders is a one stop shop for meeting planners looking 

to organise conferences and events in Flanders or Brussels  Their 

team has in-depth product knowledge and offers advice and 

guidance free of charge  They provide tailor-made proposals and 

put you in contact with all the right suppliers on the market  

The Province of East-Flanders

Tourism East Flanders, is the am-

bassador for tourism and rec-

reation for its 5 regions  They 

promote 5 touristic regions: Schel-

deland, Leiestreek, Meetjesland, 

Waasland and the Flemish Ar-

dennes  They help to develop 

tourism by supporting the local 

business  For any help or support 

to organise your congress, do not 

hesitate to contact them  They will 

be glad to help you  

Ghent University

Ghent University is a highly ranked Dutch-speaking public 

university located in Ghent, Belgium  It is one of the larger Flemish 

universities, consisting of 72,000 students and 7,900 staff 

members  It has been ranked as a top 100 university according 

to Times Higher Education World University Rankings and the QS 

World University Rankings 

The local Government – The City Of Ghent

For the City of Ghent conferences are a very important aspect in 

the tourism policy 

Beside the 72 000 students and the yearly over 1 000 000 

visitors, conference participants contribute to the sparkling life in 

this city full of culture, arts, events and, just as important, many 

cozy pubs and restaurants  Therefore the city council supports 

and facilitates conference organisers on different domains (local 

convention bureau, permits, logistical support, excellent public 

infrastructure,…) to make each conference a success  In this 

way each conference participant can enjoy an unforgettable and 

interesting stay in Ghent 

The Official Convention Bureau Gent Congres

Gent Congres is the official convention bureau for Ghent and East-

Flanders  This dynamic team will help you to find the ideal venues 

and hotels, the right partners, and original concepts to make your 

event a real success  Visit their website at www gentcongres be 
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RAAD VAN BESTUUR  

 
Jan Gerris 
Voorzitter 

Johan Van Wiemeersch 
Vicevoorzitter / Woordvoerder 

Steven Weyers 
Secretaris 

Bart Bollen 
Penningmeester 

 
Jan Deprest 
Voorzitter KWP 

Guy Verhulst 
Voorzitter Beroepsbelangen 

Jasper Verguts 
Voorzitter Werkgroep Algemene 
Gynaecologie 

Patrick Berteloot 
Voorzitter Werkgroep Oncologische 
Gynaecologie 

Willem Verpoest 
Voorzitter Werkgroep Reproductieve 
Geneeskunde 

Joachim Van Keirsbilck 
Voorzitter Werkgroep Verloskunde 

Guy Orye 

Subspecialisatie 

Willem Ombelet 

Derde wereld 

Bart Vergauwe 
Vertegenwoordiger Assistenten 

Mireille Merckx 

Geert Page  
 

 
VVOG BUREAU 
MAATSCHAPPELIJKE ZETEL 

Azalealaan 10, bus 3 
B-9100 Sint-Niklaas 
Belgium 
T  +32 3 776 03 64 
F  +32 3 766 07 56 
www.vvog.be 

 

Sarah Collin  
Executive Manager 
sarah.collin@vvog.be 
0471/06.12.75 

 

Petra Praet  
Management Assistant 
petra.praet@vvog.be 
0479/53.02.46 

 
BTW BE0408.677.034 
IBAN BE79 7310 4100 7733 
BIC  KREDBEBB 

 
 
 
 
VLAAMSE VERENIGING VOOR OBSTETRIE & GYNAECOLOGIE vzw 

PARTNER VOOR VROUW & VROUWENARTS 

       
 

To the attention of 
      The European Society of Contraception and 
      Reproductive Health 

      Prof Gabriele MERKI, ESC President 
      Dr. Medard LECH, ESC Secretary General 
      Opalfeneweg 3 

      1740 TERNAT 
 
 

 
      Sint Niklaas, January 25th, 2018 
 

Dear Professor Merki, 
Dear Dr Lech, 
 

 
The Administrative Board of the VVOG had unanimously decided to grant its auspices to the 
ECS congress, should this be organized in Ghent (Belgium) in 2022. 

 
The Administrative Board wishes to stress, however, that it does not want to bear any 
financial obligations in the organization. 

 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 

Prof. Dr.  Jan Gerris 
President VVOG 

 

 

International Centre for Reproductive Health - 
ICRH  
University of Ghent  
 
 

 

 
 

European Society of Contraception – Conference 2022 

2018-01-31 

Dear,  
 
 
 
Sensoa, the Flemish expertise centre for sexual health and member of ESC, 
is excited about the idea of bringing the biennial ESC conference to Belgium 
in 2022, and therefore we want to express our strong support to the 
application of ICRH and the Women’s Clinic of the University of Ghent.  
 
The proposed topic 'Contraception and reproductive health in a globalized 
world’ is of crucial importance for the wellbeing of numerous people and will 
be of even more importance in 2022. We are confident that organizing such 
a large congress on this topic in Belgium will contribute to bringing 
contraception and reproductive health higher on the agenda of media, policy 
and civil society, both in Belgium itself and abroad. It will also strengthen 
the already fruitful co-operation between ICRH and Sensoa, partner 
organisation of the Flemish government on sexual health promotion.  
 

Warm regards,  

 

Dirk Pyck 

Executive Director Sensoa 
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Hosting organiser
The International Centre for Reproductive Health (ICRH) Belgium

Conference Theme: 
Contraception and reproductive health in a globalized world

Proposed dates
May 4-7 2022 or May 11-14 2022

Days
Wednesday-Saturday

Number of delegates
1500 persons

Location
International Convention Center Ghent, Belgium

Congress venue rent
€ 60,000 (21% VAT excluded)

Estimated local Sponsoring
€ 40,000

Contact details
Steven Weyers and Mireille Merckx

UZ Gent

De Pintelaan 185

9000 Gent

+32 9 332 37 83

steven weyers@ugent be

Mireille merckx@ugent be 

FACTS


