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Attitude of women towards 
legislation changes in 

abortions in Russia 

Modern demographic policy in Russia 

Posters reflecting the socio-demographic policy of the Russian state. 

The signatures on the posters:  
«The third child - a triple wealth in the Third Millennium» (1) 
«The country needs your records» (2) 

Debate about abortion 

The campaign in the framework of the Days 
of united action in defense of reproductive 
rights and reproductive health in Russia, 
Moscow, September 5, 2011 
The poster shows: "Fight with 
abortion, not with women!" 

MP E. Mizulina and ieromonah  
Dimitry (Pershin) - active fighters 
against abortion. 

ITAR-TASS news agency, Moscow, June 1, 
2011 

RAPD Sociological research  
"The attitude of women on the right 

to decide about the birth of the child" 

 Objective: To find out the Russian women 
opinion on the initiatives to amend the 
current legislation by introducing abortion 
restrictions. 

Material and Methods: The 1007 effective 
interviews in seven Federal Districts of Russia 

North-West Federal 
District       

Volga Federal District   

Southern Federal 
District   

North-Caucasian 
Federal District                 

The Central Federal 
District       

The Far Eastern 
Federal District               

The Siberian Federal 
District         

The Ural Federal 
District  

2011 

Findings 

Necessity for planning the births  - 77% 
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Findings 

  Is it necessary to restrict access to legal abortion           

               51% do not agree      41% - agree! 

Findings 

The need to introduce “waiting periods” for 7 
days 

Findings 

41% - agree to come through the counseling with  
psychologist, 18% of which are for the "orthodox 

psychologist" 

Orthodox organization "Warriors of life“ Poster 
Text: “Do not kill! This baby was 9 weeks 
on the day of the murder " 

Findings 

The negative attitude to mandatory ultrasound 
viewing and listening to the heartbeat of the fetus 

before abortion - 63% 

Findings 

Written consent to an abortion 

91 % 

75 % 

47 % 

Findings 

Contraception: the actual use of modern 
contraceptive methods is 2 times lower than 
the knowledge of it 

23,9% 

The use of modern methods of contraception in 2011 (According 
to statistics from the Ministry of Health, 2012) 
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Findings 

 More than 50% indicate that sufficient income, a 
reliable partner and the personal stability can 
reduce abortion rate in Russia and raise the birth 
rate 

The number of children in Russian 
families - real and planned 

The electronic version of the bulletin 
"Population and Society", 2013http://

www.polit.ru 

The distribution of women by number of 
children born at the age of 50 years in 
Russia (2009) How many Russian families plan to 

 have three children? 
67%-1 
27%-2 

6%-3 
RIDMZH,  2007  

Conclusions: 

 The lack of real self-determination as a 
result of low women self-esteem  

 The government paternalistic approach 
causes apathy and inaction in the protection 
of Russian women rights to their 
reproductive choice 

 An unmet need for modern contraception 
(nearly 50%) leads to a large number of 
unwanted pregnancies 

Russian Association for Population and 
Development  
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