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HPV 

•  Human papillomavirus = necessary but insufficient causal agent in 
cervical cancer 

•  HPV = involved in other conditions: genital warts, JORRP, Head & 
Neck tumors and other malignancies 

•  A recent meta-analysis by our team indicates higher HPV infection 
rate in children born of an HPV positive mother  
• Merckx et al 2012 
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Objectives  
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•  Prevalence of HPV infection in teens & ado’s ? 

•  Genotype-specific distribution of HPV (<18years)?  

•  HPV-related lesions of the cervix  in this population? 

•  Distribution of HPV genotypes per cyto-categories ? 

4 

HPV in Ado’s 

•  Retrospective descriptive study 

•  4180 youngsters (2006 to 2012) 

•  Mainly opportunistic cervical screening 

•  Cytology Bethesda classif. NILM, ASC-US, ASC-H, L-SIL, H-SIL  

•  hrHPV testing, qPCR, 14 diff hrHPV genotypes  
(16, 18, 31, 33, 35, 39, 45, 51, 52, 56, 58, 59,66, 68) 

Clinical data  
This was a referred and an opportunistic screening  population. 

Most of them were without complaint.  
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HPV in Ado’s  
prevalence over time?  

HPV prevalence trend was stable in time 

Cytological findings in Ado’s by age 

Abnormal samplings: 
 L-SIL: 51,2% = most frequent 

 ASC-US: 43,9% 
 H-SIL: 3,7% 
 ASC-H: 1,2% 

Normal  findings : 91,8% 

Influence  of clinical complaints on HPV prevalence is neglectable when 
compared to patients without specific complaints 

No specific influence of contraceptiva on HPV prevalence can be found 
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Genotyping of HPV in ado’s 
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Impact of HPV as a Prevalent STI 

•  15.7% positive Hr-HPV score 
•  8.2% abnormal cytology 
•  High number of multiple infections 

•  Indicative for an updated prevention strategy??? 
•  Earlier onset of screening? 
•  What methodology for screening? HPV and/or cytology? 

Take home message 

It’s all about search ... 


