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• L e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s

• I l l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s

• R e f u g e e s

• U n a c c o m p a n i e d  m i n o r s  

Women migrating from conservative religio-

cultural environments

• Middle East
• Africa
• South Asia
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Because people in need are everywhere!

Refugee Camps

• Koropi                                      
• Thermopyles
• Filippiada
• Katsika
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Thiva Female Prison

• 90% immigrant women
• Mostly from African countries                                

Aim 1: Providing information
• Contraception
• Breastfeeding
• Breast self-examination
• Personal hygiene

Aim 2: Preventive services

• Sexually transmitted infections
• Cancer screening
• Contraception provision

T h e  Q u ra n  a llo w s  c o n tra c e p tio n !

IUD Immigrant women

• All of the women preferred a female provider (often as 
part of the Muslim faith)

• Lack of previous health care screening 

• Underlying health conditions may be present including 
infectious diseases endemic to their country 
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Immigrant women

• In emergency obstetrics: having safe childbirth more 
important; therefore they accept intrapartum care from a 
male provider

• Some women perceived the care from a male provider as 
profoundly detrimental

In Greece….

• Access to public hospitals, irrespective of health 
insurance coverage

Story 1

• Emergency c-section in a 27-year old Syrian woman 
who arrived from Turkey

• History of two previous c-sections
• She reported pain in the scar of c-section throughout 

her trip to Greece
• Ruptured uterus, intact amniotic sac

Story 2

• A 39 year-old Syrian woman had a pap smear and 
subsequently a cervical biopsy in July 2017

• a midwife working in the camp received the results of 
the biopsy reporting cervical cancer in November 2017

• Lack of certified interpreter 

• Currently trying the find an interpreter in order to 
explain the situation and arrange further management

Providing health services 

for immigrant women

Goals

Health care for all women
Certified Interpreters
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�� = crisis(Wéijī)

• two symbols

Danger          Opportunity

Need for immigrant women

• Maternal & child health services
• Family planning programs
• Prenatal care
• Access to abortion
• Women in labor
• Preventive services 

Conclusions
• E u r o p e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  f a c i n g  i t s  b i g g e s t  c r i s i s  s i n c e  t h e  

S e c o n d  W o r l s  W a r

• T h e  G r e e k  p u b l i c  h a v e  t r e a t e d  i m m i g r a n t s  w i t h  h u m a n i t y  

a n d  r e s p e c t

• P r e f e r e n c e  f o r  f e m a l e  o b s t e t r i c i a n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a m o n g  
i m m i g r a n t  w o m e n  f r o m  c o n s e r v a t i v e  r e l i g i o u s  o r  c u l t u r a l  

b a c k g r o u n d s

• L a n g u a g e  b a r r i e r  – N e e d  f o r   c e r t i f i e d  i n t e r p r e t e r s !

“….he showed with his deeds and the method of 
his logic that for somebody to be happy one has 
to be good…”

Aristotle, Eulogy to Plato 4cent BCE
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